About Billing Medicare Electronically
National Government Services tells us that Medicare law is moving in the direction of automation of billing, which includes electronic submission of claims and the use of electronic medical records.  Target date is 2013-14. The law includes a provision to enact a penalty of 1 or 2% for not implementing electronic medical records.  

Many members may be gravitating in this direction already.  Paper claims are still easiest for those with just a few Medicare patients, and Medicare continues to honor these.  However, handwritten paper claims are more difficult to process and take at least 30 days to be paid.  Electronically submitted claims can be processed  in 15 days  much more efficiently and accurately.

 If you are considering transitioning to electronic claim submission you have three basic options:


Use a practice management software 

Employ a billing service


Order NGS software 

These options are compared at the NGS site “Options for Acquiring Electronic Submission Software.”
http://www.ngsmedicare.com/content.aspx?CatID=2&DOCID=3196   Go to Claims>Electronic Data Interchange>Options for Acquiring Electronic Submission Software
If you do not want to deal with online submission yourself, Jane Gold has compiled a great list of billing services.  Contact her at janegoldlcsw@aol.com.  She can also give details about sources of practice management software.    Meanwhile you can explore some of these options by going to the following websites:
Practice Magic

http://www.practicemagic.com
The Therapist

http://www.beaverlog.com
              Queen City Computer Press



http://www.queencitycomputerpress.com/Products/IOKP/iokp.htm
TheraScribe, Small Practice version

http://www.wiley.com/legacy/therascribe/_products/products_smallpract5.htm.

Notes444  

www.notes444.com
Netsmart Therapist Helper and Claims Connect  

http://www.helper.com

Therapy Appointment 

www.TherapyAppointment.com. 
To learn more about the future directions of Medicare, current issues of coding and documentation, and electronic claims, plan to attend or tune in to an NGS Webinar created for NYSSCSW members.  The next one is scheduled for February 28, 2011.
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